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Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 

documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 

categories and subcategories from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  ____Berea Downtown Commercial and Residential Historic District______ 

Other names/site number: ___Old Town______________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      ________N/A___________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: Roughly bounded by Chestnut St (300-400), North Broadway St (100-200), 

Adams St (200), Parkway Ave (100), Pasco St (100), and Bond St.  

City or town: ___Berea_________ State: ____KY________ County: ____Madison________  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

___A             ___B           ___C           ___D       

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public ï Local 

 

 Public ï State  

 

 Public ï Federal  

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 

 

x
 

  x
 
  

 
  

 

  

 
  

 

  

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

______57_______   ___12__________  buildings 

 

_____________   ____1_______  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_______57______   ______13_______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __2_______ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling_________ 

 DOMESTIC: hotel_________________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store_________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: business______________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: general store__________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: financial institution__ 

 GOVERNMENT: city hall__ 

      GOVERNMENT: correctional facility______ 

 GOVERNMENT: post office___________ 

 RELIGION: religious facility_________________ 

 RECREATION AND CULTURE: theatre______ 

 TRANSPORTATION: rail-related_________ 

 TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)___ ______ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: business_______________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store__________ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurant______________ 

 GOVERNMENT: government offices_____ 

 RELIGION: religious facility__________ 

 RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 LATE VICTORIAN: Romanesque_____________ 

 LATE VICTORIAN:  Other/Italianate Commercial_____ 

 LATE 19TH/20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:_Colonial Revival____ 

 LATE 19TH/20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:_Tudor Revival _____ 

 LATE 19TH/20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman___ 

 MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne______________ 

 

Materials:  (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick, concrete block, poured concrete, cast iron, 

glass, limestone, stone veneer, weatherboard, terra cotta, asphalt shingles__________________ 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Berea Downtown Commercial and Residential District is a late-nineteenth to mid-twentieth 
century district, containing 59 contributing properties and 13 non-contributing properties. The 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŜǊŜŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
nineteenth century, and subsequent transportation improvements, advanced by the College, 
that altered access to the town, such as the construction of a rail line through town in the 
1880s and the routing of the eastern path of the Dixie Highway along Chestnut Street the latter 
of which became the main commercial corridor for townspeopleΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ styles vary but 

are mostly vernacular expressions of popular commercial and residential forms, such as the 
Craftsman bungalow house and/or the early twentieth-century expression of commercial 

Italianate.   
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Figure 1. Berea Downtown Commercial and Residential District Boundaries. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

District Setting 

 

Berea is located in southern Madison County, at the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.1 
The town is situated in the Inner Bluegrass Cultural Landscape Region, as established the 
Kentucky Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office (KHC/SHPO).  (See Figure 2 below). 
Berea also shares cultural and historic characteristics of the Eastern Mountains and Coal Fields  
Region. Berea was named for a town in the New Testament of the Bible by abolitionist and 
minster John G. Fee.  Fee and other like-minded individuals established Berea College as an 

interracial school in the mid-to-late nineteenth century; the history of which is discussed in 
Section 8 of this nomination. The town itself postdates establishment of the college and grew 

around the school, rather than the other way around.   
 
 

                                                             
1 WŀŎƪƛŜ .ǳǊƴǎƛŘŜΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀΣέ ƛƴ YƭŜōŜǊΣ ŜŘΦΣ ¢ƘŜ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀ ό[ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΥ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ 

Kentucky, 1992), 71.  
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Figure 2Φ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ aŀǇ 

 

 

The town is 14 miles southeast of the county seat of Richmond. Major thoroughfares extend 
through Berea, including US 25, the former Dixie Highway, and Interstate 75; both of which are 

important north-south routes.  The 2010 population of Berea is 13,561 inhabitants.2 
Approximately, 1,600 students attend the college in a given year.3 The College charges no 

tuition, but students are expected to work in various College departments to help support the 
overall mission. 
 

                                                             
2 /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŜǊŜŀΣ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǊƻŦƛƭŜΣέ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ WǳƴŜ нлнл ŀǘΥ https://bereaky.gov/for-

visitors/community-profile/ 
3 .ŜǊŜŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ άvǳƛŎƪ CŀŎǘǎΣέ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ WǳƴŜ нлнл ŀǘΥ https://www.berea.edu/about/quick-

facts/ 

Madison 
County 

https://bereaky.gov/for-visitors/community-profile/
https://bereaky.gov/for-visitors/community-profile/
https://www.berea.edu/about/quick-facts/
https://www.berea.edu/about/quick-facts/
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Figure 3. Topographic map showing the Berea Downtown Historic District in its urban context. 

 

District Site Characteristics and Previous National Register Work 

 
The Berea Downtown Historic DistrictΩǎ ƭŀƴŘscape is characterized by a grid network of roads 
and a railroad line ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƭƛŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊŜŀ 
College Campus. The Berea Downtown Historic District was intended primarily for town use, as 
opposed to the commercial area in the center of campus, at the confluence of Main and 

Chestnut Streets, which was built and managed by the College. While use by the town was 
never prohibited in the latter, over time, the Main Street commercial area began to focus on 
the colleƎŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ Broadway Street, which was originally called Railroad Street, is a two-way 
street that travels north-south through the district, parallel with the rail line. Concrete 
ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅΩǎ confluence with Chestnut Street, traveling down a gentle 
slope toward the intersection with Adams Street, which was known as Depot Street historically. 
A dry-laid stone wall is present on the east side of the street near Chestnut Street, in front of 
MAB-53, the Welch House. Modern streetlights, with a late nineteenth-century gaslight 
appearance, are situated along both sides of Broadway to light the sidewalks. Parallel parking is 
available ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘrain depot is 

located on Artist Circle, also Depot Street originally, behind a large grassy area. The depot is the 
ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜǊŜŀΩǎ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ A wooden sign is positioned in this area 
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noting the Old Town Artist Village. This area has been branded as a tourist destination for 
.ŜǊŜŀΩǎ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ since the 1980s.  
 
Chestnut Street, the primary east-west thoroughfare linking Interstate 75 west to downtown, 
enters the district at an angle from the west and travels into the College campus area, just east 
of the district boundaries.  This two-way street is situated along a ridge top, which slopes to a 
lower elevation on the north, reaching its lowest point in the district near the Railroad Depot 

(MAB-2) commercial area. No courthouse is present in the district, as Berea is not the county 
seat; however, there are several municipal buildings on Chestnut Street, near the intersection 

with Parkway Drive.  The original town jail and city building (MAB-202) is located on Broadway 
Street and now used as an art studio.  Sidewalks are available on both sides of Chestnut Street 

for pedestrian access to businesses along the strip. Walkability remains intact throughout the 
district, due to the preservation of small blocks and a pedestrian scale of building construction 
throughout. Even the most contemporary buildings, such as the public library or Berea Baptist 

Church, are positioned at limited setback from the sidewalk; however, some of the mid-century 
buildings do maintain a setback with parking out front. A city park is located on the corner of 

Boone and Chestnut Streets to commemorate the Berea Graded School demolished circa 1970. 
This property was not included within the district boundaries. 
 
Older residential areas are tucked behind Chestnut Street on the north. Residential streets 
included in the district are Fee, High, and Parkway. These streets contain narrow concrete 
sidewalks with early-to-mid twentieth-century housing stock. The oldest residences are situated 
on Fee and High Streets. This location was owned by John G, Fee in the nineteenth century. His 

house was located near MAB-178, an early twentieth-century house on High Street. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎ όbwItύ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
boundaries. The Berea L&N Passenger Depot was listed in the NRHP in August 1975 (NRIS 
75000797) for its importance as a type of building: a circa 1920 passenger train depot. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ άLƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ƛǘ 
represents the best in small-town railroad architecture, as supplied by the Office of the Chief 
9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦέ4 The depot was the third such building on the site, as previous iterations 
ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎǇǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ .ŜǊŜŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǎƪȅ-rocketing 
enrollment numbers, as will be further discussed in Section 8. The nomination also notes the 
irony of the circa 1920 date of construction of the depot, which coincides with the beginnings 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ Řƛrectly 
related to the automobile era: The Blue Grass Hotel, also known as the Tate Building (NRIS 

06000814). Merely twelve years after the construction of the train depot, the Tate Hotel was 
built to accommodate increasing motor vehicle traffic along the burgeoning Dixie Highway 

(Chestnut Street). Whereas previous hotels in the region, such as the nearby Boone Tavern 
(NRIS 95001527) or the Lincoln Hotel (MAB-1) focused on the needs of travelers by rail, the 

Tate Hotel was designed to cater to the particular needs of motorists, such as ample parking, 

                                                             
4 CǊŀƴŎŜǎ 9Φ aƻƻǊŜΣ ά[ϧb tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ 5ŜǇƻǘΣέ Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, 

Listed August 20, 1975. 
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location along an evenly paved inter-state road, and adjacency to service garages. Both of these 
themes, i.e. train and automobile transit, feature prominently in the significance of this district, 
albeit at different times, as will be demonstrated in Section 8 of this nomination. 
 

 
Figure 4. Berea Downtown Historic District, looking southwest along Adams Street toward MAB-203, 
MAB-236, MAB-3, MAB-4, and MAB-1. The train depot can be seen in the background at the end of 
Adams Street, which used to be called Depot Street. The street is now known as Artist Circle. (Photo 

001). 
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Figure 5. Berea Downtown Historic District, looking southeast at MAB-3 and MAB-4 on the corner of 
Adams and Broadway and at the east side of Broadway. Photo 002. 

 
Figure 6. Berea Downtown Historic District, looking northeast along the east side of Broadway toward 
the Old Jail/City Building (MAB-202). MAB-232, a commercial garage is in the foreground. In a fitting 
tribute to its location near US 25, this area along Chestnut and Broadway contained multiple auto 

garages and auto dealerships. (Photo 003). 

 
Figure 7. Berea Downtown Historic District, looking northeast toward the L&N Passenger Depot (MAB-

2), the Freight Depot (MAB-58), and the railroad tracks (MAB-250). (Photo 004). 
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Figure 8. Berea Downtown Historic District, looking northeast along Chestnut Street toward MAB-121, 

MAB-212 MABς 214, and MAB-54. (Photo 005). 

 
Figure 9. South side of Chestnut Street, looking southeast toward MAB-240-MAB-241. (Photo 006). 
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Figure 10. Berea Downtown Commercial and Residential District, looking northwest along Chestnut 

Street toward MAB-190, MAB-208 ς MAB-211. (Photo 007). 

 
 
 

 
Figure 11. Berea Downtown Commercial and Residential District, looking southwest along Fee Street 

toward Chestnut Street. MAB-222 and MAB-223 are in the background. (Photo 008). 

 
 


